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EXCERPTS FROM THE WASTE BOOKS OF 
THE SUN INN, AT BETHLEHEM, PENNA., 
1760-1799. 

Truths which no attention wake, 

When poets sing or parsons teach, 
Perchance may some impression make, 

When thus a public house may preach. 

With the building of settlements and the laying out 
of noted farms on the Moravian tracts at Bethlehem 
and Nazareth, in Northampton County, it was found 
necessary, to facilitate communication, between them, 
to build a road through "the Drylands." This road, 
ten miles in length, joined the Minisink road on the 
north with its terminus at the Hudson river, and from 
Bethlehem south, the roads which lead to the capital of 
the Province. With the natural increase of travel 
which followed, two houses of entertainment had to be 
built, the Red Rose Inn, near the present town of 
Nazareth, and the Sun Inn at Bethlehem. It is among 
the Waste Books of this latter hostelry we have been 
delving, which for so many years enjoyed a wide repu- 
tation for the excellence of its table and Madeira wine, 
and provided for the comfort and pleasure of so many 
distinguished foreign travelers, Colonial and Revolu- 
tionary officers and prominent citizens of the country. 

The Sun was the favorite resort of the Penns, Aliens 
and others, en route to Trout Hall or the foot hills of 
the Blue Mountains, hunting for grouse and larger 
game. While Philadelphia was occupied by the British 
army, the town was the seat of a Continental hos- 
pital, and after the battle of Brandywine over nine 
hundred wagons, containing the heavy baggage and 
stores of Washington's army, were parked in the low- 
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land to the rear of the inn, under guard of Col. Polk, 
and sick and wounded officers, fleeing Congressmen and 
citizens taxed the resources of the inn. 

A chronicler of the town records that the doors of 
the Sun were opened September 25, 1760, for the enter- 
tainment of guests, and it is from that date, to the 
close of the year 1799, that the selections from the 
Waste Books cover. 

Waste Booh. 

1761, August 9. — Gov. Penn and company of 8. 

1762, May 1. — Gen. Napier. 
June 20. — Gen. Sir. W. Johnston. 
June 29. — Gov. Penn. 

1765, March 22.— William Allen, Jr. 

July 6. — 'Gov. John Penn, brother and W. Allen, Jr. 

1766, September 5. — Sir Thomas Sterling, Captain 
Eoyal Highlanders. 

1768, April 27. — Gov. Penn, wife, brother and suite. 
June 16. — Lord Charles Montague, Governor of 

South Carolina, wife and suite. 

1769, April 24. — Gov. Penn, wife and suite. 
June. — Gov. William Franklin, of N. J. 
1772. — Gen. Gage and family. 

1773, May 29. — Gov. Penn. 

1774, April 12. — Baron von Repsdorf, Gov. Gen. St. 
Croix, W. I. 

May. — John and Richard Penn. 
May. — Lord and Lady Russell. 

1775, May 6.— John Penn. 

1776, June 26. — Carter Braxton, wife and daughter. 
August 11. — Capt. Richard Syms, 52 Foot (prisoner 

of war). 
August 24. — Thomas Lynch, wife and daughter. 
October 12. — Joseph Galloway. 
December 3. — Dr. William Shippen. 
December 5. — Col. Isaac Reed, Virginia. 



From the Waste Boohs of the Sun Inn. 471 

December 6. — Capt. Forest (prisoner of war). 

December 15. — iGen s H. Gates, Benedict Arnold, 
Glover and Stirling. 

1777, January 8. — Dr. John Morgan. 

January 25. — John Adams, James Lovell, Lyman 
Hall, Delegates to Congress. 

January 28. — George Walton, Delegate. 

February 10. — Joseph Dean, Philada., Committee of 
Safety. 

March 11. — Gen. John Armstrong. 

April 3. — Gen. M. A. R. de Fermoy. 

April 7. — Gen. Gates and staff. 

April 29. — Richard Stockton, N. J. 

May 9. — Col. Allen McLane. 

May 24.— Gen. Joseph Reed. 

May 29. — Gen. P. Schnyler and staff. 

June 16. — Sir Patrick Houston. 

June 20. — William Ellery, William Whipple and 
Francis Dana. 

June 25.— Gen. Thos. Mifflin. 

August 14. — Mrs. Cochran and family [Gen. Schuy- 
ler's sister]. 

August 23. — Gens. Greene and Knox. 

August 24. — Major Allen MacDonald (prisoner of 
war). 

September 16. — Baron de Kalb and Col. de Wallford. 

September 21.- — Marquis de Lafayette, his A. D. C. 
Gimat, and Gen. William Woodford (wounded), and 
Col. Armstrong. John Hancock, Samuel Adams, 
Richard Henry Lee, Elip. Dyer, Henry Laurens, Henry 
Merchant, Benjamin Harrison, James Duane, William 
Duer, Joseph Jones, Nathan Folsom, Cornelius Har- 
nett, John Adams, Richard Law, William Williams, 
Nathan Brownson, delegates ; Charles Thomson, secre- 
tary of Congress. 

October 2. — John Hancock [from York, Pa.]. 

October 7. — Col. John Banister. 
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November 10. — William Ellery. 
November 28. — Col. Preston (prisoner of war). 
December 6. — Capt. Forest (prisoner of war). 
December 13. — Philip Livingston, N. Y., William 
Floyd, Elias Boudinot. 
December 15. — Gov. William Livingston, N. J. 

Gen. Gates and staff. 
December 16. — Lord Stirling. 

1778, January 7. — Gen. Gates and family. 
January 30. — Baron von Steuben, Chancellor Robert 

Livingstone. 

February 6. — Gen's. Thomas Conway, Edward Hand 
and Mons. de La. Balm. 

April 12. — Gen. L. Mcintosh. 

April 16. — Count Pulaski, Col. Kobatsch. 

May 13. — Gen. Gates and wife; Gen. Ethan Allen. 

May 17. — Samuel Adams. 

June 15. — John Hancock. 

June 19. — Titus Hosmer. 

July 1.— Gov. R. H. Morris, N. Y., George Plater, Md. 

October 8. — Chevalier de la Neuville (Inspector 
Gates' Staff). 

October 27. — Gen. William Woodford. 

November 25. — French Minister Gerard, Don Juan 
de Miralles, Silas Deane. 

1779, January 5. — Gen. F. A. von Riedesel, wife, 3 
children and suite (prisoner of war). 

January 11. — Gen. William Phillips (prisoner of 
war). 

January 26. — Major Maibaum, Capt. A. F. Dommes, 
Capt. Schlagenteufel, Lieuts. Vreda, Meyer, Bach, 
Goedecke, von Rantzau, von Boenicke; Captains of 
Horse, Stutzer and Schlagentruf t ; Chaplain Melz- 
heimer (prisoners of war). 

April 2. — William Duer. 

June 5. — Gen. Sullivan, Capt. Pierce, A.D.C., Col. 
Elias Dayton. 
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June 15. — Mrs. Washington, Gen's. Sullivan, Max- 
well and Poor. 

July 25. — French Minister Gerard. 

July 28. — Col. William Augustine Washington. 

1780, October 2. — President Joseph Eeed, John 
Bayard, David Rittenhouse. 

1781, April. — Marquis de Laval Montmorenci, Count 
de Custrine, Count de St. Maine, Capt. St. Victor. 

1782, April. — John Dickinson, John Penn and party. 
July 25. — Gen. Washington, 2 A.D.C. 

December 10. — Marquis F. J. Chastelleux. 

1783, June. — John Gardner, Atty. Gen. St. Ktts, 
W. I., Edmund Pendleton, Baron von Hermelin 
(Sweden). 

July 22. — Capt. Paul Jones, Samuel Wharton. 
August 27. — Dr. John D. Schoepf. 
1788, October 25.— M. Pellman (Royal Architect, St. 
Thomas, W. L). 
November 4.— Gen. Greene, wife and 2 children. 

1791, May. — Alexander Hamilton (Secretary of 
Treasury). 

December 23. — Mr. Wall and company, Georgia. 

1792, January 25. — Mrs. Mercer. 

March 9. — Samuel Kirkland and Indians Red Jacket, 
Good Peter, Big Tree, Cornplanter, Farmer's Brother, 
Little Billy, Captain Shanks, Peter Jaquette. 

May 11.— Timothy Pickering. 

May 16.— Dr. Waters, Philada. 

May 25. — Major Cushing, Boston, Gen A. St. Clair, 
Col. Pickering. 

May 27.— Mr. Izard, S. C. (2 servants, 3 horses), 
Gen. Daniel Brodhead, Jacob Hiltzheimer. 

June 10. — Dr. Kuhn, Philada. 

June 16. — Mrs. Heister. 

July 16. — Col. Forest and friends. 

August 15. — Col. Sproat, Marietta. 

August 19.— Major Butler. 
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August 31. — Bev. Samuel Keen, Md. 
October 21. — Elbridge Gerry. 
December 21. — Capt. Vannaman. 
1793, March 28.-~S.on. W m . Polk, Annapolis, Md. 
April 26. — Mr. Teakle and party, Virginia. 
June 20. — Samuel Sitgreaves, 2 ladies, 1 negro, 
Philada. 
July 12. — Mr. Clymer. 
August 7. — Capt. Welsh and lady. 
August 31. — James Iredell and family. 

In the years 1794 and 1796, John Jay; in 1797, John 
Penn and son and the Duke de la Eochfaucauld, and in 
1799, Gen. Thomas Sumpter, were guests at the Sun. 

Twenty-five years later, in the Summer of 1821, 
Joseph Bonaparte, some time King of Spain, who, after 
the downfall of his brother Napoleon, left France and 
located at Bordentown, New Jersey, passed part of the 
heated term at the Sun. There he became acquainted 
with a certain Daniel Green, commonly called "Dr. 
Green," who for thirty years acted as a cicerone, which 
led to the following squib written by Judge Franks, 
under date August 23, 1821. 

i. 

King Joe, it is said, took it into his head, 

To Bethlehem air, to repair, Sir; 
To exhibit his wealth, and to better his health, 

Under Doctor Green's medical care, Sir. 

II. 

Next morning at dawn, King Joe gave a yawn, 
And expecting his aches — ope'd his eyes, Sir; 

But noble Green's skill had cured every ill, 
And the monarch rose up in surprise, Sir. 

III. 

For the Doctor he call'd — for the Doctor he bawl'd, 
To be Knighted at once on the spot, Sir; 

But the Doctor was wise, and cast down his eyes 
And the honor of Knighthood, declined, Sir. 
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IV. 

Said, "A boon will I crave, with your Majesty's leave, 

And a grant of it, hope I will find, Sir; 
In the course of my life, and that too without wife, 

I ne'er could save a poor shilling, Sir. 



"Now, a great Joe I have saved, and the boon I crave, 
Is a little Joe 1 if you are willing, Sir;" 

The King in amaze, at the Doctor did gaze, 

And soon crossed his hand with the gold, Sir — 

Then pack'd up his purses, went off with his horses 
Leaving nought but this tale to be told, Sir. 



1 A Johwmes, or Joe was a Portuguese gold coin, so called because 
it bore the head of King John of Portugal ; it was about $8.00. 



